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Name: _________________​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Student Success Skill #1 

  
Go to Class: Guided Notes 

Go to Class: Introduction 

How many times have you been tardy to a class? _______________________ 

How many classes have you missed? ____________________________________ 

How many excused absences do you have? _____________________________ 

How many unexcused absences do you have?___________________________ 

Looking at these numbers, how good is your attendance? ______________ 

What is one attendance strength of yours? _____________________________ 

What is a challenge? ____________________________________________________ 

Attendance: The Problem 

GMA Video How many American students are chronically absent? ​ ​  

1 million​ 5 million​  More than 10 million 

How many days in a year do you need to miss to be chronically absent? 

8 days       18 days     28 days       38 days 

What is one reason students are absent? _______________________________ 

Attendance in Lewisville fell from 97% to…. ​80%​  ​ 85%    ​  90% 

What is one strategy for battling absenteeism? _________________________ 

What is another reason students are absent? ___________________________ 

Longest Roll Call video How many names are on the list? 

500       1,500       1 million       15 million       100 million 

What stood out to you in the video? _____________________________________ 
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Name: _________________​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Student Success Skill #1 
Slideshow What percentage of students were chronically absent in 2019 

to 2020? ________________________ In 2022-2023? __________________ 

Chronic absenteeism is missing 2ish days a month. Is that you? ________ 

Why have you missed classes or days of school– this year or last? 

●​ I was absent because ______________________________________________ 

●​ I was absent because ______________________________________________ 

What other reasons have you heard for people missing class or school? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance: Why We Care 

Brookings video. Name two negative outcomes associated with 

absenteeism: ____________________________________________________________ 

How does it impact other students? _____________________________________ 

Is absenteeism just a high school problem? _____________________________ 

Are chronically absent students more or less likely to graduate?  

What is one strategy for battling absenteeism? _________________________ 

Slideshow  Chart 1 shows ___________________  #2 shows __________________ 

#3 shows ______________________   #4 shows ______________________________ 

Overall, they show _______________________________________________________ 

What do you think? Does attendance matter? ___________________________ 

Why or why not?  ________________________________________________________ 
Attendance: Solutions 

PBS Video 1. Is Ms.Watkins’s kid’s attendance typical for Cleveland? _____  
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Name: _________________​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Student Success Skill #1 
How does the principal try to make parents feel welcome?  

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

Why does the principal do it?____________________________________________ 

PBS Video 2. How else is Cleveland trying to get kids to school? 

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

What does the district say works? ______________________________________ 

How did the high school reward good attendance? ____________________ 

Which solution of Cleveland's do you like best? _______________________ 

Why? ___________________________________________________________________ 

Iowa Starting Line. Name 3 ways schools are trying to up attendance. 

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

●​ _______________________________________ 

Star your favorite strategy. Why that one? ______________________________ 

Slideshow. What is one other attendance strategy? ______________________ 

What motivates you to go to class? ______________________________________ 

What solution seems useful? Why? ______________________________________ 

What seems not useful? Why? ___________________________________________ 

What other solution would you suggest? ________________________________ 
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Name: _________________​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Student Success Skill #1 
In your opinion what could _____________ do to improve attendance? 

●​ Your teachers: _____________________________________________________ 

●​ Our school: ________________________________________________________ 

●​ Our community: ___________________________________________________ 

●​ Our state: __________________________________________________________ 

●​ The country: _______________________________________________________ 

Attendance: Your Turn 

Write a letter below or email a policy maker of your choice. Include an 

appropriate salutation, why you think students are missing school, 

what you want the policy maker to do, and why.  

 

Dear ____________________________, 

​ Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. Chronic 

absenteeism, students missing a lot of school, is a problem at my 

school. I believe that students are missing schools because ____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

In order to help students come to school, I think we should ____________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

I believe this is a good solution because ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

In closing, I just wanted to say __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Sincerely, 
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